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Introduction  

  

• Title of the Message is: “A More Excellent Way Pt. 1” 
 

• Funny Story: Pounds of Love 
 
o One evening after dinner, a man asked his 6-year-old son,  

 
▪ “How much do you love me?”  

 

• His son replied, “A million dollars.” 
 

▪ His father said, with a grin, “Is that all?”   
 

• His son thought for a moment and said, “I love you all the 
dollars.” 

 
▪ So his father asked,  

 

• “What about the guilders?” and he explained to his son that 
they were Dutch dollars.  

 

• His son smiled and said, “I love you all the guilders, too.” 
 

▪ His father said, “What about the yen?”  
 

• After his son heard yen were Japanese dollars, he said he 
loved his father all the yen, also.  

 
▪ They made their way through various currencies until he got to 

the English pound.  
 

• His father asked, “Do you love me all the pounds?”  
 

• His son smiled and patted his stomach and said,  
 

o “I think you’ve already got all the pounds dad.” 



 

• Importance of LOVE  
 

o When it comes to the Subject of LOVE  
 

▪ We all know HOW IMPORTANT how it is! 
 

▪ It’s a KEY Ingredient to any Relationships 
 

▪ It’s one of the MOST Important subjects in life 
 

o The Bible supports this 
 

▪ The book of 1 John tells us that love is  
 

• 1st Defines those who know God versus those who do not 
 

1 John 3:14 (NKJV) 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the 

brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 
 

• 2nd The very nature of God is love 
 

1 John 4:16 (NKJV) 
16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, 

and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 
 

• 3rd No wonder, then, that Jesus said… 
 

John 13:35 (NKJV) 
35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

▪ In our passage TODAY “A More Excellent Way”  
 

• Love Is MORE Important that  
 

o Spiritual Gifts 
 

o Good Works 
 

o Self-Sacrifice 
 



• NOW - The Problem in Corinth  
 

o It was the LACK of LOVE  
 

▪ They were…  
 

• Quarrelling and Divided 
 

• Sexual Sins in the Church  
 

• Taking Each other to Court  
 

• Abusing their liberties - Stumbling each other 
 

• Church Services a mess  
 

• Pride with their gifts - resulted in misuse 
 

▪ The Christians in Corinth were living proof... 
 

• You can be Charismatic and filled with the Holy Spirit –  
 

o Yet still be selfish and carnal 
 

▪ Spiritual gifts had become a substitute for love 
 

• It was all about flaunting a gift –  
 

• rattling off in tongues and looking spiritual –  
 

• More so, than loving a brother 
 

• Listen to what Redpath Said; “But the church at Corinth 
had been failing in its task because its convictions 
concerning the gospel were shallow and inadequate. Not 
that there was anything wrong with their doctrine, but there 
was a great deal wrong with their behavior. A carnal 
church, a divided church, a worldly church, an indulgent 
church, a compromising church, can never effectively 
proclaim a spiritual message.” 

 
o So Paul Writes 1 Corinthians 13  



 
▪ So Important we look at this chapter in context  

 
▪ Between 12 & 14 – “Thank you captain obvious”  

 
▪ Well – So Often the Chapter is quoted as a Stand Alone  

 
▪ You will here at wedding – (even Secular weddings)  

 
▪ BUT this is SO MUCH MORE THAN some wonderful words on 

LOVE  
 

▪ In Context  
 

• Paul is wanting them to understand the reason  
 

o Their church services are a mess  
 

o The Efforts to win the lost was affected  
 

o Is because they have FORGOTTEN LOVE  
 

• Love MUST govern, control, and be the character of 
Christians 

 
▪ So let’s study this “Love Chapter” praying it would transform our 

lives! 
 

• We will See Four Important Truths on “A More Excellent Way” 
 
o Focusing in this morning on - What LOVE IS  

 
▪ Next week we will focus on What Love is NOT  

 
o Love Is Superior vs. 1-3  
o Love Suffers Long With People v. 4 
o Love Serves The Needs Of People v. 4  
o Love Surpasses The Shortcomings Of Other v. 7  

 

Love is Superior vs. 1-3  

 

• First: The Greatest Gift vs. 1-3  



 
1 Corinthians 13:1 (NKJV) 

1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have 
become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 

 
o 1st Backdrop  

 
▪ Again - The Corinthians were enamored with spiritual gifts 

 
▪ Particularly the gift of tongues 

 
▪ NOW  

 

• Paul reminds them even the gift of tongues is meaningless 
without love.  

 

• Without love - it is as meaningless as sounding brass or a 
clanging cymbal.  

 

• It is nothing but empty noise. 
 

o 2nd Tongues of men and of angels  
 

▪ Briefly Discuss - The Gift of Tongues again – AND Even More in 
Chapter 14  
 

▪ 1st I know there is a lot of confusion in regards to this gift  
 

• 1st There Should NEVER be division over this!  
 

o We MUST never allow this issue to bring division  
 

• 2nd Cessationist vs Continuationist 
 

o Cessationist = Baptist  
 

o Continuationist = Many Times associated with the 
Pentecostal 

 

• 3rd Just trying to be as Biblical as we can  
 

o Cessationist = Baptist  



 
▪ Gifts Stop at the end of the Apostolistic Age 

 
▪ In My Opinion  

 

• Cessationist are adding things to the text 
that don’t belong there  

 

• Most likely in response to the abuse of 
the gift of Tongues  

 

• But we should not let that abuse of this 
gift cloud what the Bible says  

 

• We should never put God in a BOX  
 

o Continuationist = Many Times associated with 
the Pentecostal 

 
▪ Teach that it’s a sign that you have been  

 

• Saved,  
 

• Baptized by the spirt  
 

▪ Abuse – a lot of what takes place in their 
church service a huge mis-use of the gift  

 

• Showing Off  
 

• A sign that I am more Spiritual than 
others  

 
o Continuationist = Calvary Chapels  

 
▪ Just doing our best to interpret 

 
▪ We’re Charismatic not Pentecostal 

 
▪ The Gifts have not stopped – Nowhere in the 

Word does it say that  
 



▪ 2nd Go Over Tongues Again  
 

• 1st Brief Definition on Tongues –  
 

o A personal language of prayer given by God 
 

▪ The ability to pray in a language understood 
only by God  

 
▪ Or by one who is given the gift of interpretation 

at that time. 
 

▪ Whereby the believer can communicate with 
God beyond the limits of knowledge and 
understanding (1 Corinthians 14:14-15) 

 
▪ The ability to pray in an unknown tongue is not 

a gift given to every believer (1 Corinthians 
12:20) 

 
▪ Guzik; “The ancient Greek word translated 

tongues has the simple idea of “languages” in 
some places (Acts 2:11 and Revelation 5:9). 
This has led some to say the gift of tongues is 
simply the ability to communicate the gospel in 
other languages, or it is the capability of 
learning languages quickly. But the way 
tongues is used here shows it can, and usually 
does, refer to a supernatural language by 
which a believer communicates to God. There 
is no other way to understand the reference to 
tongues of… angels” 

 
▪ Look closer at 1 Cor. 14:2, 4, & 14 

 
o A langue you have never learned before – In Acts 2  

 
▪ They all heard them in their own Tongue  

 

• 2nd In Church - A small place in the corporate life of the 
church  

 



▪ (1 Corinthians 14:18-19)  
 

▪ Especially in “public” meetings (1 Corinthians 
14:23) 

 
▪ When tongues are practiced in the corporate 

life of the church 
 

▪ It is to be carefully controlled, and never 
without an interpretation given by the Holy 
Spirit (1 Corinthians 14:27-28) 

 
▪ We will go over this more when we get to 

chapter 14  
 

o 3rd You MUST have LOVE vs. 2-3  
 

1 Corinthians 13:2–3 (NKJV) 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing. 

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body 
to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 

 
▪ The Corinthian Christians missed this!!! 

 

• They used their gifts to advance their own agenda  
 

• Paul draws the attention back to LOVE  
 

▪ AKA = So What if you Have the gift of  
 

• Prophecy 
 

• Understand of All Mysteries 
 

• Knowledge  
 

• Faith to MOVE MOUNTAINS  
 

• Do Miracles  
 



• Give EVERYTHING I HAVE  
 

• Give Myself in death  
 

• They are Irrelevant apart from love  
 

• Wasting Time  
 

▪ Application   
 

• But If you Don’t have love you are wasting your time  
 

• Fee; “Possession of the charismata is not the sign of the 
Spirit; Christian love is.”  

 
o 4th Have not LOVE:  

 
▪ Paul uses the ancient Greek word Agape 

 

• The Greeks had 4 different words we could translate love.  
 

• It is important to understand the difference between the 
words, and why the apostle Paul chose the Greek word 
agape here. 

 
▪ 1st Eros  

 

• It described, as we might guess from the word itself, erotic 
love.  
 

• It refers to sexual love. 
 

▪ 2nd Storge   
 

• It refers to family love, the kind of love there is between a 
parent and child, or between family members in general. 

 
▪ 3rd Phileo 

 

• It speaks of a brotherly friendship and affection.  
 

• It is the love of deep friendship and partnership.  



 

• It might be described as the highest love of which man, 
without God’s help, is capable of 

 
▪ 4th Agape – The Word Paul Uses Here  

 

• What Agape Looks Like  
 

o It is a love that loves without changing 
 

o It is a self-giving love that gives without demanding 
or expecting repayment.  

 
o It is love so great that it can be given to the unlovable 

or unappealing.  
 

o It is love that loves even when it is rejected.  
 

o Agape love gives and loves because it wants to; it 
does not demand or expect repayment from the love 
given.  

 
o Alan Redpath; “We get our English word agony from 

agape. “It means the actual absorption of our being 
in one great passion.”  

 

• AKA – A Verb  
 

o Years ago, back in 1995 a popular group known as 
DC Talk (Toby Mac) performed a song called “Love 
Is A Verb” 

 
o That title speaks of a truth 

 
o You see…many think of love as a thing…I have it or I 

don’t…I feel it or I don’t 
 

o But it’s not something I have…it’s something I 
do…it’s a verb 

 
o Jesus commanded us to love...but you can’t 

command a feeling! 



 

Love Suffers Long With People v. 4 

 

• Paul is now going to define Agape - 4 Things  
 

• First: Love Suffers Long v. 4a 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4 (NKJV) 
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 

itself, is not puffed up; 
 

o 1st Agape - Longsuffering Demonstrated 
 

▪ When you Think of Longsuffering Demonstrated 
 

• Who do you think of…? The Lord  
 

Numbers 14:18 (NKJV) 
18 ‘The LORD is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation.’ 

 
Psalm 86:15 (NKJV) 

15 But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering 
and abundant in mercy and truth. 

 

• Jesus was and is the ultimate demonstration of 
longsuffering as Paul points out  

 
1 Timothy 1:16 (NKJV) 

16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might 
show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for 

everlasting life. 
 

o How Long Suffering is Jesus in YOUR Life?! 
 

o 2nd Longsuffering Defined 
 

▪ Agape Suffers Long –  
 

• Greek Word - Makrothumeo  
 



o Means = Long + Burning – to be of a long spirit, not 
to lose heart; to be patient in bearing the offenses 
and injuries of others 

 
o To be of a long spirit, not to lose heart 

 

• NOTE:  
 

o This word in the NT is used almost exclusively in 
dealing with People rather than Circumstances or 
events 

 
o Understanding what the Lord is saying here is so 

important because we ALL have been HURT by 
others 

 
▪ Way’s we may have been HURT by Others  

 

• The dishonesty of others 
 

• They make promises and don’t keep them 
 

• Hurt by the words of others 
 

• Hurt by the attitudes of others 
 

• People who give you that vibe they don’t like you 
 

• Hurt by the actions of others 
 

• Gossip –  
 

o Ever have someone say things behind your back? 
 

o Or start a rumor or exaggerate the truth just to make 
you look bad? 

 
o Most Church Splits begin with this  

 
▪ Love is Longsuffering  

 

• Learn to be “patient” with the people around you. 



 

• Some of the people at church can be quite flawed. 
 

• The more mature we are –  
 

o The more “patient” we will be with flawed people. 
 

▪ NOW LET ME SAY A WORD ON BOUNDARIES 
 

• There are boundaries that can clearly be crossed 
 

• When we speak of longsuffering, this facet of love 
 

o It’s in the context of becoming a better person not a 
bitter person 

 

• Longsuffering doesn’t mean I allow someone  
 

o To continue to break the law  
 

o To continue to physically hurt me in some fashion 
 

o There are times when you STILL LOVE – BUT 
contact must be limited  

 
o 3rd Longsuffering Displayed 

 
▪ It withholds getting back at someone 

 

• I have the power to get back, but I don’t do it 
 

▪ It’s the difference of being driven by love or by pride 
 

▪ I don’t retaliate but rather I learn to act, not react! 
 

▪ I realize it’s not my job to play HS and bring chastening 
 

o 4th Longsuffering Developed 
 

▪ How can I develop longsuffering in my life? 
 

▪ Let me give you four practical tips: 



 
▪ 1st Rejoice In The Presence Of God 

 

• You recognize that all you need is God 
 

• You’re content with Him 
 

1 Timothy 6:6 (NKJV) 
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 
 

▪ 2nd Remember The Promises Of God 
 

• There are tons of promises to us regarding our 
relationships to others 

 

• But here’s just one that is so important and often applied to 
our circumstances 

 

• But it’s important with relationships too 
 

Romans 8:28 (NKJV) 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are the called according to His purpose. 
 

• What a truth that we all need to know and believe! 
 

▪ 3rd Rely On The Justice Of God 
 

Romans 12:17–19 (NKJV) 
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 

18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 
 

• We have to believe this and leave it to the Lord 
 

• It’s not our job to make things right…trust the Lord to 
handle it 

 

• If He gives someone a zap…then so-be-it 
 



• But if He shows someone grace…who are we to say 
“That’s not good enough, they need punishment so I’m 
going to do it.” 

 
▪ 4th Reflect On The Example Of God 

 

• There are tons of examples of God’s longsuffering 
 

2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 

longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance. 

 

• It’s because of God’s longsuffering this world isn’t 
destroyed 

 
o His longsuffering allows for people to be saved 

 

• Your longsuffering will allow room for people to be touched 
by God 

 
o Your longsuffering will allow God to work because 

you didn’t blow your witness 
 

• We see this in Jesus our Lord 
 

Luke 23:34 (NKJV) 
34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” 

And they divided His garments and cast lots. 
 

• Stephen had this same attitude  
 

o Many have said that we owe the conversion of the 
Apostle Paul to the death of Stephen! 

 

Love Serves The Needs Of People v. 4  

 

• First: Is KIND v. 4b  
 

1 Corinthians 13:4 (NKJV) 
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is 

not puffed up; 



 
o 1st “Is Kind” 

 
▪ Forms of the Greek word appear 19 times in the NT 

 

• Used often in OT as “Lovingkindness” 
 

o 2nd It Reflects Compassion To Those In Need 
 

▪ To be kind means to be useful, serving, and gracious 
 

▪ It is active goodwill 
 

▪ It not only desires others’  
 

• Welfare BUT Works for it 
 

▪ Have more than kind feelings toward each other 
 

• They DO kind, helpful things for each other 
 

o 3rd It Responds With Forgiveness 
 

▪ One aspect of kindness is forgiving people 
 

Ephesians 4:32 (NKJV) 
32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God 

in Christ forgave you. 
 

▪ Not forgiving, being bitter or holding a grudge is definitely the 
opposite of being kind 

 
o 4th It Reacts With Good To The Unlovable 

 
Luke 6:35 (NKJV) 

35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and 
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to 

the unthankful and evil. 
 

▪ This is that part of of Agape love that shows its unconditional 
 

▪ We don’t choose who we love and who we don’t 



 

Love Surpasses The Shortcomings Of Other v. 7  

 
1 Corinthians 13:7 (NKJV) 

7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

• First: Clarity - Let’s balance this statement 
 

o It does not bear, believe, hope, or endure  
 

▪ Lies or false teaching, or anything else that’s NOT of God 
 

▪ By all things Paul is speaking of all things acceptable within 
God’s righteousness and will 

 
▪ So - When Someone says they have the world BEST cup of 

Coffee – we don’t just believe that we test it  
 

▪ Show Video  
  

• Second: Love Bears All Things v. 7a 
 

1 Corinthians 13:7 (NKJV) 
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

 
o Bears all things –  

 
▪ Means: Stego – to cover; to protect or keep by covering, to cover 

over with silence 
 

▪ It basically means to cover or to support and therefore to protect 
 

o Love bears all things by  
 

▪ Protecting others from exposure, ridicule, or harm 
 

▪ Genuine love does not gossip or listen to gossip 
 

▪ Even if there’s sin involved, love tries to correct it with the least 
possible hurt and harm to the guilty person 

 
▪ Love never protects sin but is anxious to protect the sinner 



 
o Our fallen human nature has the opposite response 

 
▪ There is perverse pleasure in exposing someone's faults and 

failures 
 

▪ Man's depravity causes him to rejoice in the depravity of others 
 

▪ It is that depraved pleasure that sells magazines and 
newspapers that cater to exposés of people’s junk  

 
▪ Love has no part in that…it does not expose or exploit, gloat or 

condemn 
 

o It bears…it does not bare 
 

Proverbs 10:12 (NKJV) 
12 Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins. 

 
Proverbs 17:9 (NKJV) 

9 He who covers a transgression seeks love, But he who repeats a matter 
separates friends. 

 
1 Peter 4:8 (NKJV) 

8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a 
multitude of sins.” 

 
▪ Interesting that Peter would write that – HE LIVED IT 

 

• Third: Love Believes All Things v. 7b  
 

1 Corinthians 13:7 (NKJV) 
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

 
o I think this is talking about the ability  

 
▪ To “believe the best” for someone. 

 
▪ It’s giving the other person the benefit of the doubt. 

 
▪ It also believes in the best outcome for the one who has done 

the wrong 



 
▪ You hope the wrong will be confessed and forgiven and the 

loved one restored 
 

▪ It sees that there is hope for everyone 
 

▪ It never writes someone off 
 

• Fourth: Love Hopes All Things v. 7c  
 

1 Corinthians 13:7 (NKJV) 
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

 
o Love still hopes 

 
▪ As long as God’s grace is working 

 
▪ Human failure is never final 

 
o Examples  

 
▪ God would not take Israel’s failure as final 

 
▪ Jesus would not take Peter’s failure as final 

 
o Lesson  

 
▪ The parents of a backslidden child 

 
▪ The spouse of an unbelieving Wife or Husband 

 
▪ The church that has had to discipline a member who would not 

repent 
 

▪ All hope in love that the child, the spouse, or the erring brother or 
sister will be saved or restored 

 
▪ Love refuses to take failure as final 

 

• Fifth: Love Endures All Things v. 7d 
 

1 Corinthians 13:7 (NKJV) 



7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

o Endures = (hupomeno) “under” + “remain” –  
 

▪ To stay under the tough times and not run; to preserve 
 

o Lesson 
 

▪ Love doesn’t run 
 

▪ We often want to run from difficult situations. 
 

▪ If we “love”, then we will learn to endure the difficulty 
 

▪ It endures the short-comings of others 
 

▪ It hangs in there…don’t give up! 
 

o Story:  
 

▪ A grandmother, celebrating her golden wedding anniversary, 
once told the secret of her long and happy marriage. She said, 
“On my wedding day, I decided to make a list of ten of my 
husband's faults which, for the sake of our marriage, I would 
overlook.” A guest asked the woman what some of the faults she 
had chosen to overlook were. The grandmother replied, “To tell 
you the truth, my dear, I never did get around to listing them.  But 
whenever my husband did something that made me hopping 
mad, I would say to myself, Lucky for him that's one of the ten!' " 

 

Closing  

 

• There’s “a more excellent way...”  
 
o The greatest of God’s gifts to the Body of Christ is LOVE 

 
o May we all grow in His LOVE  

 
o Love for HIM  

 
o Love For Others  

 



• I am sure many of you have heard this before, but it is WORTH hearing 
again!  
 
o Jeff  

 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

4Jeff suffers long and is kind; Jeff does not envy; Jeff does not parade itself, 
is not puffed up; 

5does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no 
evil; 

6does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
7bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

8 Jeff never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether 
there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish 

away. 
 

o Now Try JESUS 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

4JESUS suffers long and is kind; JESUS does not envy; JESUS does not 
parade itself, is not puffed up; 

5does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no 
evil; 

6does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
7bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

8 JESUS never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether 
there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish 

away. 
 

• Just fits! Jesus is LOVE may we all seek to be more like H 
 


