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Introduction  

  

• Title of the Message is: “Do All To The Glory Of God!” 
 

• There’s a saying about Christian liberty… 
 
o “Love the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul & strength… 

 
▪ And do whatever you want.” 

 
o Sadly - Some might only hear the…  

 
▪ “Do whatever you want” - part 

 
▪ They miss “Love the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul & 

strength” 
 

o YOU SEE - For a Christian 
 

▪ Doing whatever I want is…  
 

• Controlled 
 

• Directed  
 

• Limited  
 

o By my love for the Lord 
 

o A Willingness to follow His Word and Love for Others 
 

• This is the Whole Enchilada of what Paul has been talking 
about in these Chapter 8, 9 & 10  

 
o Now this Morning we will Finish up this 3 Chapter Discussion –  

 
▪ On The topic of Christian Liberty 



 

• Review  
 

o Chapter 8  
 

▪ Now Remember – What started this Conversation…  
 

• Paul was answering their question about meat offered to 
idols 

 

• TO EAT OR NOT TO EAT  
 

• THAT WAS THE QUESTION 
 

▪ The Corinthians were divided into 2 groups on this issue  
 

• Those who were strong & mature –  
 

o Saw it as NO PROBLEM Idols are nothing 
 

• But the weak & immature  
 

o Had a problem with it 
 

▪ Today’s Concerns   
 

• Drinking Alcoholic 

• Smoking 

• Wearing Makeup 

• Dancing 

• Styles of Music  

• Going to Movies  

• Watching T.V. 

• Tattoos  
 

o Chapter 9  
 

▪ Paul uses himself as it relates to his Provision & Support in 
ministry 

 

• Paul as a minister had the right & the liberty to be 
supported financially 



 

• Paul explains Why he gave up that right  
 

• Because he didn’t want anyone to stumble 
 

▪ So in Chapter 9 Paul uses himself as a good example of one 
who was rightly handling his liberty  

 

• As a matter of fact he took this so serious that he wrote 1 
Cor 9:24-27 

 
1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV) 

24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 

25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 

26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats 
the air. 

27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

 
o Chapter 10  

 
▪ Verses 1-13  

 

• Paul shows how misuse of liberty can get us all messed up 
with our witness and service to the Lord 

 

• Israel Was our Example  
 

o In bondage for 400 years in Egypt  
 

o Who were Saved – Freed from Egypt  
 

o But NEVER entered the Promise Land = Victorious 
Christian Living  

 
o Why Because they failed to disciplined themselves  

 
o Tragically they blew it & became disqualified from 

entering into the Land of Promise because of their 
own Stupidity & Sin 



 

• Paul is SAYING DON’T let this happen to YOU  
 

o That you put your Liberty above your walk with God  
 

▪ NOW Today In verses 14-33 
 

• Paul discusses why we need to be careful about Our 
Liberties and ultimately what our aim in life is supposed to 
be 

 

• 3 Powerful Truth’s   
 

o Realize That Liberty Can Become Idolatry vs. 14-22 
o Respond Correctly To The Issue Of Liberty vs. 23-30 
o Remember Our Purpose In Life vs. 31-33 

 

Realize That Liberty Can Become Idolatry vs. 14-22 

 

• First: The Concern Of Paul v. 14 
 

1 Corinthians 10:14 (NKJV) 
14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

 
o 1st Therefore my Beloved 

 
▪ Paul’s HEART… 

• He really loves and cares for them 
 

• In spite of all their issues and problems… 
 

• He loved like Pastoral Father 
 

▪ Lesson –  
 

• Sometimes we have to say the hard things  
 

• In Corinthian – they got pulled away by the seduction of 
the world their old lives pulled them back  

 

• The SAME TAKES PLACE TODAY  
 



• We need to…  
 

o Encourage each other to stay strong  
 

o To finish the race strong  
 

o Remember… 
 

Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) 
15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the 

head—Christ— 
 

Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) 
1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore 

such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 
 

o 2nd Paul say - Flee From Idolatry! 
 

▪ Now In the Original Language,  
 

• There is an Article Before Idolatry 
 

o Literally saying “The Idolatry” 
 

• So Paul is specifically referring to the Idolatry AT the 
Pagan Temples. 

 
▪ Again - As we Know In Chapter 8  

 

• Some Felt Free to eat the meat 
 

o That was okay 
 

o Meat is just meat 
 

• Other Said NO WAY  
 

o That other believers had carried their freedom too far 
 

• YES - True There is NOTHING to the Meat that was once 
sacrificed 

 



▪ But here is the Problem  
 

• Some of the Corinthian believers had crossed the line.  
 

o They Got Sucked back into Idolatry of the pagan 
temple  

 

• You see the Problem is  
 

o When you eat it in the Pagan Temple...  
 

o With Pagan Friends...  
 

o While the priest performed his Pagan Rituals...  
 

o Uttered his Pagan Incantations...  
 

o Well Huston We have a Problem…  
 

o This is “The Idolatry” 
 

▪ Lesson - Today – Illustration  
 

• You see there is nothing wrong with a glass of Wine at 
dinner  
 

• 1st The Problem –  
 

o If you struggled with going to the bars in your life 
before becoming a believer –  
 

o You get saved you have a glass a wine at home – no 
big deal  
 

o BUT if you go back into the bar lifestyle  
 

o Well now we have a problem  
 

• 2nd Paul says FLEE 
 

o Don’t play around with it  
 



o Don’t flirt with it 
 

o Don’t think you are strong enough to be in a place 
where it is happening  

 
o FLEE – As FAST as you CAN!!!!!    

 

• 3rd What is an “An Idol”  
 

o Anything that is competing with God  
 

▪ That can hurt or harm my walk with the Lord 
can be considered idolatry  

 
▪ TV, Cell Phone, Social Media, Movies (see list 

at the top)  
 

o Paul says - GET RID OF IT  
 

▪ That’s what Jesus meant when He said to 
“pluck out your eye” or “cut of your hand” 

 
▪ If the Holy Spirit reveals something in your life 

that’s replacing him or hindering your worship 
of Him…get away from it! 

 

• Second: His Comment Regarding Communion vs. 15-18 
 

1 Corinthians 10:15–18 (NKJV) 
15 I speak as to wise men; judge for yourselves what I say. 

16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 
17 For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that 

one bread. 
18 Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the sacrifices partakers 

of the altar? 
 

o 1st I speak as to wise men:  
 

▪ Corinthian Christians Tended to PRIDE themselves on their 
“wisdom”  
 



▪ Paul challenges them –  
 

• If they are truly wise – Consider what he says here. 
 

• So Judge For yourselves  
 

o 2nd Communion  
 

▪ Jesus taught us what the bread & the cup represent (Matthew 
26)  

 

• “Communion” – Greek: Koinonia = Fellowship 
 

• It speaks of the Oneness and Fellowship that we share 
with Christ 

 

• That is the thing that Paul wants them to realize…  
 

o The oneness involved in communion worship 
 

▪ In that culture -  
 

• They believed that to eat with someone was one of the 
most intimate things you could do -  

 

• Partaking of the same loaf - drinking of the same cup = a 
oneness.  

 
▪ So in communion  

 

• There is a oneness that takes place as I am identifying 
myself with Christ  

 

• When I partake of the bread & the cup there is a oneness 
with Christ 

 

• As we come into fellowship with Christ through 
Communion 

 

• We come into fellowship with each other 
 

o 3rd The Reference To Israel v. 18 



 
1 Corinthians 10:18 (NKJV) 

18 Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the sacrifices partakers 
of the altar? 

 
▪ When the Israelites sacrificed to the Lord 

 

• Some of the offering was burnt as the main part of the 
sacrifice 

 

• Some of it was eaten by the priests 
 

• Some was eaten by those who offered it 
 

• Everyone was involved with the offering, with God and with 
each other 

 
▪ Likewise…  

 

• To sacrifice to an idol is to identify with it… 
 

• To participate with the idol and with all others who sacrifice 
to it 

 

• Third: The Compromise That Can Happen vs. 19-22 
 
o 1st The Issue Of Idols vs. 19 

 
1 Corinthians 10:19 (NKJV) 

19 What am I saying then? That an idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is 
anything? 

 
▪ What Paul is Saying  

 

• Paul has already acknowledged an idol is nothing in the 
world (1 Corinthians 8:4).  
 

• Does he now say that idols are actually demons? – No! 
 

• But he does say  
 



o Demonic spirits take advantage of idol worship to 
deceive and enslave people.  

 
o Without knowing it, idol worshippers are glorifying 

demons in their sacrifice. 
 

o 2nd The Involvement Of Demons v. 20 
 

1 Corinthians 10:20 (NKJV) 
20 Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons 

and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons. 
 

▪ Now is Paul contradicting himself here?  
 

• Paul is saying an idol is nothing & to eat meat that has 
been sacrificed to idol is no problem 

 

• Now He is saying that behind the idol are demons – what’s 
the deal?  

 

• Here is the answer to that question:  
 

o Good way to remember  
 

o Meat is not the problem  
 

o It is the MEETING that's the problem 
 

o It’s NOT the MEAT / but the MEETING  
 

• Because behind that idol is a demonic being 
 

o You’re in the enemy’s camp  
o You’re in precarious place  
o Vulnerable to be deceived or stumble 

 
o 3rd The Impossibility Of Partaking At Both Tables v. 21 

 
1 Corinthians 10:21 (NKJV) 

21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot 
partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons. 

 



▪ Paul is not giving Advice but Stating a fact 
 

• Jesus made it clear we can’t Serve TWO Masters 
 

• It is impossible to do both at the same time 
 

• It must be one or the other 
 

• We will “hate the one and love the other,” or we will “hold 
to the one and despise the other”  

 

• When we fellowship with the Lord we cannot also 
fellowship with demons, and vice versa 

 
▪ Some attempted it in Corinth 

 

• But they were not truly fellowshipping with the Lord 
 

• Their worship was hypocrisy 
 

• When we willingly ignore the Lord’s way and flirt with the 
things of Satan by setting up idols of any kind, we open 
ourselves up to demonic influence 

 

• To have fellowship with the world and then come to the 
Lord’s table in true communion with the Savior and His 
people is impossible 

 
o 4th The Insinuation Of What We Are Doing v. 22 

 
1 Corinthians 10:22 (NKJV) 

22 Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He? 
 

Deuteronomy 32:21 (NKJV) 
21 They have provoked Me to jealousy by what is not God; They have moved Me 
to anger by their foolish idols. But I will provoke them to jealousy by those who are 

not a nation; I will move them to anger by a foolish nation. 
 

▪ God is jealous FOR you…NO OF you! FOR YOU  
 

• Not like the world sees Jealousy BUT a perfect LOVE  
 



• A Love that say I don’t want anything to HARM you  
 

▪ So God will not allow idolatry to go unpunished 
 

• Even His own children will know chastisement if they 
persist in worshiping any sort of idol 

 

• Some of the Corinthians had done that and had paid with 
their health, or even their lives 

 

Respond Correctly To The Issue Of Liberty vs. 23-30 

 

• First: Remember The Principle vs. 23-24 
 

1 Corinthians 10:23–24 (NKJV) 
23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for 

me, but not all things edify. 
24 Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being. 

 
o 1st All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful:  

 
▪ Even though Paul has made a point that he has freedom or 

“liberty” to do many things, not everything he can do is helpful. 
 

• Some things can lead us into trouble. 
 

• Some things can open up doors to the demonic. 
 

• Some things can lead us to backslide and lose credibility in 
our witness. 

 
▪ The Corinthian Christians focused on their own “rights” and 

“knowledge,”  
 

• They only asked one question:  
 

o “What’s the harm to me?”  
 

• Instead  
 

o They needed to also ask, “What good can this be for 
me?” 



 
o Just because something is permitted does not mean 

it is beneficial.  
 

▪ The Problem 
 

• Instead of wanting to go forward with Jesus as much as 
they could, they wanted to know how much they could get 
away with and still be Christians.  

 

• That’s the wrong approach! 
 

 
o 2nd Lesson - Here again is the Christian ethic 

 
▪ God gives us tremendous liberty 

 

• We live by Love, not Law 
 

▪ SO LOVE - Will determine what’s “helpful” and what “edifies.” 
 

• So if my liberty causes me to fumble MY faith, or stumble 
YOUR faith it’s off-limits. 

 

• Illustration –  
 

o Story of a Pastor who after preaching on this 
passage, had a time of testimony. He asked the 
congregation to share experiences of giving up 
something for the sake of someone else. Except for 
one man who said he did not drink or smoke around 
other Christians, no one responded. After the service 
a number of people told the pastor, “For the first time 
in my life I realized that I don’t really give up anything 
for the sake of others.”  

 
▪ What are you willing to give up for love of Others  

 

• In the World – That we might WIN SOULS  
 

• In the Church – That might SERVE Each OTHER  
 



o Church is a place where we come together NOT to 
GET but to GIVE  

 

• Second: Respect The Conscience Of Others vs. 25-30 
 

1 Corinthians 10:25–30 (NKJV) 
25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market, asking no questions for conscience’ 

sake; 
26 for “the earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness.” 

27 If any of those who do not believe invites you to dinner, and you desire to go, 
eat whatever is set before you, asking no question for conscience’ sake. 

28 But if anyone says to you, “This was offered to idols,” do not eat it for the sake 
of the one who told you, and for conscience’ sake; for “the earth is the LORD’s, and 

all its fullness.” 
29 “Conscience,” I say, not your own, but that of the other. For why is my liberty 

judged by another man’s conscience? 
30 But if I partake with thanks, why am I evil spoken of for the food over which I 

give thanks? 
 

o 1st Eat whatever is sold in the meat market:  
 

▪ Because the meat itself isn’t “Infected by Demons,” and can be 
eaten.  

 
o 2nd Asking no questions:  

 
▪ At the butcher shop, some of the meat was sacrificed to idols, 

and some of it was not.  
 

• Paul says, “If you aren’t going to partake of the 
atmosphere of the pagan temple, the meat itself doesn’t 
matter. Don’t even ask, and it won’t even bother you.” 

 
▪ This quotation from Psalm 24:1  

 

• Was used as a Jewish blessing at mealtimes.  
 

• Paul says it applies to this food, also. 
 

o 3rd If any of those who do not believe invites you to dinner… eat 
what is set before you:  
 



▪ If an unbeliever invites you to dinner, don’t get into a debate 
about the meat with them.  
 

▪ Don’t ask, and it won’t bother you. 
 

▪ NOTE –  
 

• Paul does not prohibit socializing with non-Christians, he 
only prohibits the meal of fellowship at the pagan temples. 

 
o 4th But if anyone says to you, “This was offered to idols,” do not 

eat it  
 

▪ Here, Paul has in mind the setting where a Christian is warned 
about the food by his unbelieving host, or a Christian host with a 
sensitive conscience.  
 

▪ In that case, it is clear the person thinks it is wrong for Christians 
to partake of meat sacrificed to idols, so don’t eat it – for the 
sake of conscience, not your own, but that of the other. 

 
o 5th But if I partake with thanks –  

 
▪ That is, if I can eat with a clear conscience, and offending no one 

else’s conscience – why am I evil spoken of?  
 

▪ Since the food itself is not the problem 
 

▪ No one should judge another Christian who can eat meat 
sacrificed to idols, as long as they don’t violate their own 
conscience or someone else’s. 

 
o 6th Basically, what you don’t know won’t hurt you 

 
▪ But if someone brings up the technicality…you have to be 

sensitive to it 
 

▪ What’s really on the line is our witness to others 
 

▪ As a believer a primary concern is to protect your witness!!! 
 

Remember Our Purpose In Life vs. 31-33 



 

• First: Being Committed To Glorifying God v. 31 
 

1 Corinthians 10:31 (NKJV) 
31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 

God. 
 

o 1st Do all to the glory of God:  
 

▪ The purpose of our lives isn’t to see how much we can get away 
with  
 

• And still be Christians 
 

▪ Our Purpose is to GLORIFY GOD  
 

• If the Corinthian Christian would have kept this principle in 
mind from the beginning in this issue, how much easier it 
would have made everything! 

 
o 2nd Lesson  

 
▪ How are we doing at this?! 

 

• Second: Being Careful Not To Offend v. 32 
 

1 Corinthians 10:32 (NKJV) 
32 Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 

 
o 1st Give no offense:  

 
▪ An offense is an occasion to stumble, leading someone else into 

sin.  
 

▪ Paul says none of our behavior should encourage another to sin. 
 

o 2nd Lesson  
 

▪ Our we Encouraging those around us to HOLINESS or SIN  
 

• Third: Being Concerned For The Salvation Of Others v. 33 
 



1 Corinthians 10:33 (NKJV) 
33 just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the 

profit of many, that they may be saved. 
 

o 1st Paul’s desire regarding men was that they may be saved.  
 

▪ More often than we think, low conduct in Christian living is 
connected to little regard for the lost  
 

▪ Paul’s concern was not seeking [his] own profit, but that all may 
be saved. 

 

Closing  

 

• We should evaluate every…  
 
o Activity… 
o Every Diversion… 
o Every Duty … 
o Every Pleasure… 

 
o BY whether it promotes the Gospel and builds up the church 

 

• This is how Paul lived... not just what’s allowable, but what’s helpful 
 

 


